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DETAILED ACTION 



This action is responsive to RCE filed on October 23, 2006. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
fomi the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others In this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1 . 3-6. and 36-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(a) as being 
anticipated by Raschke et al. (US 6,653.933). 

Regarding claim 1 , Raschke et al. disclose a system (figure 1 ) for controller 
configuration and programming, comprising: 

a controller (112) connected to a power line (108, figure 1); 

a configuration device (128) connected to Internet (124). wherein the 
configuration device and the controller utilize at least an interface (104) to communicate 
over the power line and the Internet to enable remote controller configuration and 
programming (figure 1 ); and 

the interface implements a peer-to-peer communication network (figure 1). 

Regarding claim 3, Raschke et al. disclose the interface contains a global unique 
identifier (GUID) and a serial number in the form of a domain unique alias identifier 
(QUA) to ensure unique identification (col. 4, lines 56-61 ). 
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Regarding claim 4, Raschke et al. disclose the interface can be built-in 
(contained) within the controller (col. 3, lines 62-65). 

Regarding claim 5, Raschke et al. disclose the controller being a programmable 
logic controller (col. 5, line 60 through col. 6, line 17). 

Regarding claim 6, Raschke et al. disclose the configuration device configures 
one or more modules associated with the controller (col. 4, lines 31-38). 

Regarding claim 36, Raschke et al. disclose the interface (104) can be a 
separate unit (col. 3, lines 65-67). 

Regarding claim 37, as shown in figure 1 , Raschke et al. disclose the power line 
(108) being connected to the interface (104) and a data communications connection can 
be made from the interface to a particular device (112, figure 1). 

Regarding claims 38 and 41, refer to claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 39, refer to claim 36 above. 

Regarding claim 40, refer to claim 37 above. 

Regarding claim 42, Raschke et al. disclose the interface being configured using 
hardware, software, or a combination thereof to create a plurality of virtual network 
(figure 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identicaliy disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Raschke et al. 

Regarding claim 7, Raschke et al. disclose the instant claimed invention except 
for specifically disclose the configuration device configures the controller by exchanging 
configuration, data, download a file on the controller. Since Raschke et al. disclose that 
a user utilizes the configuration device (128) to configure, monitor, and issue commands 
to the controller (col. 4. lines 35-38) and the interface connected to the controller 
receives the commands and instructs the controller to take certain actions (col. 5, line 
55 through col. 5, line 18), it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to know that the configuration device can 
be used to configure the controller by exchanging configuration, data, download a file on 
the controller for the purpose of providing the user the capability of controlling the 
system. 

Regarding claims 8-9, Raschke et al. disclose the instant claimed invention 
except for the download file being an executable software program or a wed page. 
Since Raschke et al. disclose that the user utilizes the configuration device (128) to 
configure, monitor, and issue commands to the controller via the Internet (124, figure 1 , 
col. 4, lines 35-38), it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to know that the command initiates from the 
configuration device can be in the form of an executable software program/web page for 
the purpose remotely configuring/monitoring the device. 



Application/Control Number: 10/674.969 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2612 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tai T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2961. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30am-5:00pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel J. Wu can be reached on (571) 272-2964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR dr Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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